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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 DESCRIPTION OF THE AREA  

1.1.1 Location 
Forsyth County is located approximately thirty miles northeast of Atlanta, Georgia, sharing a border with 

Fulton and Gwinnett counties to the south, Hall County to the east, Dawson County to the north, and 

Cherokee County to the west (see Figure 1.1). Forsyth County encompasses almost 250 square miles, with 

Lake Lanier and the Chattahoochee River on its eastern border and Sawnee Mountain at the geographic 

heart of the County.  

Figure 1-1 Location of Forsyth County 

 
Source: Forsyth County Comprehensive Plan, 2017-2037, Figure A-1 
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1.1.2 Population 
Forsyth County has experienced significant population growth in recent decades, with the number of 

residents increasing by over 42 percent in the last decade alone. Table 1-1 shows this growth is expected 

to continue with a projected population of 340,844 by the end of the planning period in 2031. More than 

97 percent of the population resides in the unincorporated portion of the County with less than 3 percent 

in Cumming, the County’s only incorporated area.  

Table 1-1 Historic and Projected Population of Forsyth County 

Year Population 

1990 1 44,083 

2000 1 98,407 

2010 1 175,511 

2020 2 250,298 

2030 2 334,204 
1. Forsyth County Comprehensive Plan, 2017-2037 
2. Georgia Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget 

1.2 THE RECYCLING AND SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN 
In 1991, Forsyth County adopted its first Ten Year Solid Waste Plan. A second ten-year plan was adopted 

in 2004. A five-year update to the 2004 plan was adopted in 2009. Since the last plan was updated, the 

State of Georgia issued new guidelines that requires local solid waste management plans to accomplish 

the following: 1) demonstrate ten years of collection capability; 2) demonstrate ten years of disposal 

capacity; 3) describe the type and size of solid waste handling facilities located within the jurisdiction, and 

4) identify sites which are unsuitable for solid waste handling facilities based on environmental and land 

use factors. This Forsyth County Recycling and Solid Waste Plan addresses these State requirements. In 

addition, it identifies Forsyth County’s goals, strategies, and presents an action plan for the ten-year 

planning period from 2022 to 2031. The Plan is organized into the following sections. 

• Section 2 describes the current recycling and solid waste management system in place.  

• Section 3 projects the amount of solid waste requiring management over the ten-year planning 

period. 

• Section 4 identifies goals and strategies for the next ten years. 

• Section 5 contains an action plan to accomplish these goals and implement these strategies. 

This plan was adopted by the Forsyth County Board of Commissioners on June 2, 2022. 
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2  CURRENT SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 

2.1 THE FORSYTH COUNTY RECYCLING AND SOLID WASTE DEPARTMENT 
The primary responsibility for recycling and solid waste management in Forsyth County lies with the 

Forsyth County Recycling and Solid Waste Department (FCRSWD). The Department’s mission is to manage 

the county’s solid waste in an environmentally sound, cost-effective, socially responsible, and safe manner, 

in accordance with the vision of the Forsyth County Comprehensive Plan. The primary day to day functions 

of the department include operating public convenience centers, overseeing post-closure care of the 

closed Hightower Landfill, and public education and outreach.  

Keep Forsyth County Beautiful (KFCB), an affiliate of the national organization Keep America Beautiful, is 

housed within the FCRSWD and administered by a memorandum of understanding with the Forsyth 

County government. KFCB’s mission is to engage citizens in beautification, litter reduction, water quality, 

and recycling through education and community involvement.  

2.2 SOURCE REDUCTION, REUSE, AND RECYCLING 

2.2.1 Source Reduction and Reuse   
Source reduction (defined in Georgia law as actions taken to prevent the generation of waste in the first 

place) and reuse are the first steps in a hierarchy to reduce the amount of waste requiring disposal. Some 

of the source reduction and reuse activities in Forsyth County are listed below. 

• The County provides bins at its convenience centers for collection of books and clothing for reuse. 

• At the County surplus barn, discarded items from county departments can be retrieved by other 

departments for free or are sold to the public at an online auction. 

• Forsyth County Schools, in partnership with Reaping Nature, operate a teacher re-use store. 

• Goodwill and other thrift stores in the County, including The Place of Forsyth County, ABBA House, 

Humane Society, No Longer Bound, and Family Haven sell previously owned goods with the 

proceeds supporting charitable causes.  

• Previously owned goods can be purchased or traded for reuse at church and community yard sales 

and through online marketplaces such as Nextdoor and Facebook. 

The County promotes source reduction and reuse opportunities on its website and social media platforms 

and in KFCB’s school programs and presentations.  

2.2.2 Residential Recycling 
Forsyth County accepts recyclables at three convenience centers listed in Table 2-1. All three centers are 

open from Monday through Saturday from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. The materials accepted at the convenience 

centers, and the amounts received in 2020, are shown in Table 2-2. The County has a contract with a local 

Recovered Materials Processing Facility (Forsyth County Materials Recovery) to take most of the materials 

(paper and containers) collected at the convenience centers. 
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Table 2-1 Forsyth County Convenience Center Locations 

Facility Address 

Tolbert Street 351 Tolbert Street, Cumming, GA 30040 

Old Atlanta  3678 Old Atlanta Road, Suwanee, GA 30024 

Coal Mountain 3560 Settingdown Road, Cumming, GA 30028 

 

Table 2-2 Materials Received at Forsyth County Convenience Centers, 2020 

Material Amount 

Cardboard & Paperboard 687.7 Tons 

Paper - Magazines, Office Paper, Junk Mail, Newspaper 343.7 Tons 

Aluminum Cans 36.7 Tons 

Steel/Tin Food Cans 37.2 Tons 

Glass Jars and Bottles 505.1 Tons 

Plastic Bottles and Jugs (#1 and #2 only) 197.9 Tons 

Batteries (all types) 9.5 Tons 

Used Motor Oil 9,051 Gallons 

Oil Filters 2 

Antifreeze 520 Gallons 

Used Cooking Oil 1585 Gallons 

Books 24.5 Tons 

Scrap Metal 336.1 Tons 

Tires (at Coal Mountain Location Only) 1 1790 Tires 

Electronics (at Tolbert St. Location Only) 1 71.3 

Paint 1 18,525 Gallons 

Empty Small Propane Canisters 2 

Cloth Flags 2 

Ink Cartridges 2 

Clothing, Shoes, Textiles 2 

1 Fee charged to accept. 
2 Amount not reported 

The County accepts most items at the convenience centers at no charge (except for tires, electronics, and 

paint). In fact, to further incentivize recycling, the County charges a lower fee for bagged household trash 

delivered to the convenience centers if residents also bring recyclables.  

Some, but not all, of the private haulers that provide curbside collection of garbage to residents of Forsyth 

County also offer collection of recyclables to those customers. Those that do often charge a fee for this 

service.  

Several private companies in Forsyth County accept specific materials for recycling. KFCB provides a list of 

where residents can deliver materials that are not accepted at the convenience centers on its website at   

www.keepforsythcountybeautiful.org/disposal-resources 

http://www.keepforsythcountybeautiful.org/disposal-resources
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2.2.3 Commercial, Industrial, and Institutional Recycling 
Although some businesses in Forsyth County recycle, most work directly with private haulers, processors, 

and end users. They do not report these activities to the County. As a result, data are not available 

regarding how much is recycled and by which businesses.  

Within Forsyth County government, recycling is available in the following buildings. 

• Sexton Hall 

• Administration Building 

• Probate Court/Sherriff’s Annex 

• Superior & State Court House 

• Tax Commissioner Office 

• Magistrate and Public Safety 

• Voter Registration Office  

• Recycling & Solid Waste  

Recycling is available to all Forsyth County schools 

through the Board of Education’s waste collection 

contract. Participation is encouraged by the KFCB 

Green School program.  

KFCB has portable recycling bins that can be 

borrowed for special events. These bins are regularly 

used for festivals, fairs, sporting and community 

events and celebrations, including the annual City of 

Cumming Fair. 

2.2.4 Processors and Markets  
The Forsyth County Materials Recovery (now operated by Waste Management), located at 5680 Shirlee 

Industrial Way N, processes household recyclables including paper, plastic (#1 and #2), cardboard, 

aluminum, and steel cans. This facility accepts materials from the County’s convenience centers and from 

haulers inside and outside of Forsyth County. Other recyclers located in the County include United 

Recycling, a scrap metal recycler, and Atlanta Recycling Solutions, an R2 Certified Electronics Recycler.  

2.2.5 Composting/Mulching   
Yard trimmings, tree debris, and other organics are composted and mulched through the following 

programs and operations.  

• Private companies located in Forsyth County, including Cowart Mulch and Smith Garden Products, 

accept a variety of yard and tree debris from citizens for a fee and make a mulch product. 

• KFCB hosts Christmas Tree recycling from December 26th until late January each year. The trees 

are ground into chips and made available to residents at no cost. 

• Five elementary schools are currently composting on various levels. 

• The county chips trees trimmed in the right of-way and on county property making the chips 

available to the public at no charge year-round. 
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• The UGA Extension Office offers several classes and a variety of information on composting and 

mulching, poultry litter composting, vermiculture, etc.  

2.3 COLLECTION   

2.3.1 Solid Waste Collection 
The Forsyth County convenience centers listed in Table 2-1 accept bagged household trash from County 

residents. Residents can bring up to five bags per day and each bag can hold up to thirty-two gallons. To 

encourage recycling at the convenience centers, which is free, residents pay fifty cents per bag of 

household garbage if they also bring recyclables and $1 a bag if they do not. For any bags over the five-

bag daily limit, residents pay $2 per bag. Yard trimmings are not accepted at the convenience centers. 

Bulky metal appliances that do not contain freon are accepted at no charge. In 2020, 2,460 tons of trash 

were collected at the convenience centers. 

Residents, businesses, and institutions in the unincorporated County arrange for curbside collection with 

one of the private haulers operating in the County, shown in Table 2-3. 1 Some homeowner associations 

arrange for curbside garbage collection at negotiated rates for their residents. Section 70-56 of the County 

code identifies basic requirements for private haulers operating within its jurisdiction, including 

requirements for vehicles to meet state standards, limits of collection hours, and indemnification of the 

County. Private haulers are not required to report any information, such as tons collected, to the County. 

   Table 2-3 Private Haulers Operating in Forsyth County, 2021 

Hauler Name 

Rakestraw Sanitation   

Red Oak Sanitation   

Republic Services 

Residential Waste, LLC 

Watson Sanitation, LLC 

Waste Management 

Beyond Recycling Services 

Grogan Disposal Company 

Allegiance Sanitation 

Evans Garbage 

Jones Sanitation 

Longhorn Sanitation 

CW Trash & Junk Removal 

Caines Garbage Services 

The City of Cumming contracts with a private hauler to collect garbage from residents that live inside the 

city limits. The current fee is $15 a month which includes one “pickup” per week. Additional pickups cost 

 

1 The County maintains this list, along with contact information and the services offered on its website at 

www.forsythco.com/Departments-Offices/Recycling-Solid-Waste/Waste-Haulers and on KFCB’s website at 

www.keepforsythcountybeautiful.org/_files/ugd/0f9e47_a4a63f24ebdd48bfac13d6acf9230387.pdf   

 

http://www.forsythco.com/Departments-Offices/Recycling-Solid-Waste/Waste-Haulers
http://www.keepforsythcountybeautiful.org/_files/ugd/0f9e47_a4a63f24ebdd48bfac13d6acf9230387.pdf
http://www.keepforsythcountybeautiful.org/_files/ugd/0f9e47_a4a63f24ebdd48bfac13d6acf9230387.pdf
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$15 each. The City of Cumming Street Department manages the pickup of appliances, moving boxes, grass 

clippings, brush, etc. for residents within the city limits. 

2.3.2 Household Hazardous Waste Collection 
KFCB hosts a Household Hazardous Waste Collection event twice annually, in the spring and fall, at the 

Cumming Fairgrounds parking lot in partnership with Forsyth County Government and the City of 

Cumming. The items accepted at the events are listed in Table 2-4. 

Table 2-4 Materials Accepted at Forsyth County HHW Collection Events 

Material Type 

Aerosols (including aerosol paint) Automotive products 

Automotive products  Glues and epoxy 

Batteries Lawn Care Products 

Chemicals Mercury 

Chlorinated solvents Oils 
Cleaners Paints and stains 

Cooking oil and grease Pesticides 

Electronics Pool chemicals 

Fire extinguishers Propane gas cylinders 

Flammables (lighter fluid and waste) Solvents and varnishes 

Fuels (kerosene, gasoline, diesel fuel) Thermometers and thermostats 

Fluorescent bulbs and ballasts Wood preservatives 
Aerosols (including aerosol paint)  

2.4 DISPOSAL  

2.4.1 Eagle Point Landfill 
The only municipal solid waste landfill located in Forsyth County is Eagle Point Landfill, Permit Number 

058-012D (MSWL), owned and operated by Green for Life Environmental (GFL). The landfill is located at 

8880 Old Federal Road, Ball Ground, GA. According to a September 2020 remaining capacity report 

submitted by the landfill operator to the Georgia Environmental Protection Division, the landfill received 

an average of 2,983 tons of waste per day. At this disposal rate, the currently permitted area would reach 

capacity in August 2034. As of January 2022, the operator has applied for a permit to expand the landfill.  

Forsyth County entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the operator of Eagle Point 

Landfill in December 2017 and amended most recently in August 2020. The MOU guarantees air space for 

the County’s waste until calendar year 2038 or until the landfill closes, whichever is earlier. The landfill 

operator must give the County notice at least two years prior to closure. The MOU also commits the 

operator to pay Forsyth County a host fee for all tonnage delivered to the landfill. A copy of the MOU is 

included as Appendix A.  

2.4.2 Greenleaf Recycling, LLC 
Greenleaf Recycling, LLC operates a construction and demolition debris landfill, Permit Number 058-13D 

(C&D), at 4512 Keithbridge Road, Cumming, Georgia. As of December 2020, the landfill was expected to 

reach capacity by June 2021 based on an average disposal rate of 170.6 tons per day. In 2018, Greenleaf 

received a permit by rule to operate a transfer station to receive C&D and MSW at the same location, 
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Permit Number PBR-058-352TS. As of 2022, although Greenleaf Recycling had a small amount of capacity 

remaining at the C&D landfill, they were diverting all waste received to a transfer station on site.  

2.4.3 Hightower Road Landfill 
The Forsyth County-Hightower Road Landfill (Permit Numbers 0058-006D(SL), 58-009D (SL) and 0058-

010D(SL)), located at 9480 Old Federal Rd, Ball Ground, was closed effective July 1999. The County 

maintains and monitors this closed landfill consistent with the conditions established for post-closure care 

provided by EPD.  

The County lists all compliance reports associated with these facilities on its website at 

www.forsythco.com/Departments-Offices/Recycling-Solid-Waste/Environmental-Compliance. 

2.4.4 Addressing Illegal Disposal 
Forsyth County and KFCB have the following initiatives to prevent and clean-up litter and illegal dumping   

within County borders.  

• The Forsyth County Code Enforcement Department investigates illegal dumping. If the dumping 

is on private property, the property owner must clean up the dump and taking preventive 

measures to keep the dumping from reoccurring on the property. If the dumping is on the right-

of-way or public property, the County investigates to determine who dumped the material. If 

there is enough evidence for a case to be made, cleaning the site is often part of the restitution. 

If the responsible party cannot be found or identified, the public entity responsible for the 

property cleans the dump and takes action to prevent reoccurrence if possible. 

 

• As part of its Adopt-a-Road program, KFCB enlists citizen volunteers to remove litter that 

accumulates along county roadways. Individuals or groups adopt a mile (or more) section of road 

which they clean-up on a quarterly basis. Despite the pandemic in 2020, 58 active adopt-a-road 

groups removed 153 bags of litter from county roadways. In addition, KFCB also supports schools, 

clubs, businesses, and churches with “Special Days of Service.”  

 

• The County contracts with a private contractor to remove litter from all state routes in Forsyth 

County. In 2020, the contractor cleaned 527 miles of state right-of way removing 3,185 bags of 

litter as well as a variety of bulky items. 

 

• Each September, KFCB partners with the City of Cumming and the Lake Lanier Association for the 

annual Shore Sweep/Rivers Alive cleanup of Lake Lanier, its tributaries, and its shorelines. In 2020, 

249 volunteers participated at the Bald Ridge and Port Royale sites in Forsyth County. Through 

this clean-up, 2.14 tons plus four dumpsters of trash were collected. 

 

• The Great FoCo Cleanup is the County’s annual litter clean up event, held in conjunction with Keep 

America Beautiful's nationwide Great American Cleanup. In March 2021, 243 volunteers cleaned 

twenty-eight roads and four parks, removing 105 bags of litter. 

 

• The Community Action Crew is a monthly event that provides high school students the 

opportunity for service time and the chance to make a direct impact on the beauty of Forsyth 

http://www.forsythco.com/Departments-Offices/Recycling-Solid-Waste/Environmental-Compliance
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County. Projects include litter removal, storm drain marking, garden work, and other 

beautification efforts. 

 

• KFCB manages a “Litter Hotline” by taking calls and coordinating cleanup efforts with a variety of 

groups. In 2020, a local inmate crew cleaned 292 roads in routine maintenance and responded to 

126 litter complaints, collecting 2,750 bags of litter and bulky items. In total, 131.35 tons plus 537 

tires were removed from county roadways. 

 

• In 2020, KFCB partnered with Keep Georgia Beautiful to bring the “Reconsider Litter” Campaign 

to Forsyth County. Custom billboards, digital ads and social media post delivered an anti-littering 

message from July to December. 

 

 
 

• To reduce the chance that tires are improperly disposed, the County accepts tires for recycling 

from residents at the Coal Mountain Convenience Center, accepting up to five tires per day for $3 

each. The center also serves as a tire drop off location for various groups who clean up roadside 

litter, at no charge. In 2020, 1,790 tires were collected at the Coal Mountain Center – 1,051 were 

brought by paying customers and 739 were collected as litter. 

2.5 LAND LIMITATION  

2.5.1 Facility Siting and Operation Limitations 
Federal and State policies restrict where solid waste handling facilities can be sited and establish design 

and operating requirements for facilities located in other areas. Georgia Department of Natural Resources 

Rule 391-3-4-.05(1) addresses site limitations related to airports, floodplains, wetlands, fault areas, 

seismic impact zones, unstable areas, and significant groundwater recharge areas. Rule 391-3-16 contains 

additional criteria that prohibit the siting or stipulate design or operating requirements for solid waste 

handling facilities in or near water supply watersheds, groundwater recharge areas, wetlands, river 

corridors or protected mountains. Other provisions of Georgia law restrict the siting of solid waste 

handling facilities in or near national historic or archaeological sites; within one mile of certain recreational 

camps; within a two-mile radius of three or more solid waste landfills; and within one-half mile of another 

County’s borders without the approval of the jurisdiction’s governing authority. Figure 2-1 indicates the 

areas in Forsyth County where siting, design, or operation of solid waste handling facilities may be 

restricted by these policies. 
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Figure 2-1 Limitations on Solid Waste Handling Facility Siting 
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In addition to environmental and land use limitations, DNR Rule 391-3-4-.05(1)(a) requires that solid waste 

handling facility sites “must conform to all local zoning/land use ordinances.” According to Forsyth 

County’s Unified Development Code, the only zoning districts in which recycling facility, landfills, or 

transfer stations are identified as a conditional use are in industrial or mining operations district, as 

indicated in Table 2-5. However, even in districts where such facilities are conditional, the County 

ordinances specify certain design and operating requirements. The current Zoning Map for Forsyth County 

is included as Figure 2-2. 

Table 2-5 Zoning Designation for Recycling and Solid Waste Handling Facilities   

Uses Restricted Industrial 
District (M1) 

Heavy Industrial 
District (M2) 

Mining Operations 
District (MINE) 

Landfills X C C 
Recycling and recovery facilities C C X 
Solid waste transfer stations C C C 

C=Allowed conditionally 
X=Not permitted 
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Figure 2-2 Forsyth County Zoning Map 
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2.6 PUBLIC EDUCATION AND OUTREACH  

2.6.1 Keep Forsyth County Beautiful 
Keep Forsyth County Beautiful (KFCB) is a local affiliate of the national Keep America Beautiful program 

and the state Keep Georgia Beautiful program. The affiliate program was certified by Keep America 

Beautiful Inc, in June of 1994 and is responsible for leading public education and outreach efforts in 

Forsyth County related to source reduction, reuse, recycling, and solid waste management. The core focus 

areas of KFCB are waste reduction and recycling, beautification and community greening, litter prevention 

and reduction, and water quality. The mission of KFCB is to engage citizens in beautification, litter 

reduction, water quality, and recycling through education and community involvement.  

The affiliate program is administered by a Memorandum of Understanding between Forsyth County 

Government and the Keep Forsyth County Beautiful Inc. nonprofit 501c(3) board of directors. Forsyth 

County Government supports KFCB by providing in-kind resources and staff. The manager of the Recycling 

and Solid Waste Department acts as executive director of KFCB and oversees three full-time Outreach 

Specialists for Education, Litter Abatement and Marketing. 

KFCB offers a variety of annual events including Great American Clean-Up, Household Hazardous Waste 

Collection (bi-annually), Litter Index, Shore Sweep/Rivers Alive, and Bring One For the Chipper. It offers 

presentations for groups of all ages, both in the classroom and in the field, on waste reduction, litter 

prevention, recycling, and landfill design and function. In 2019, KFCB conducted twenty-eight classes, 

educating a total of 885 youth and 426 adults, and conducted tours for twenty-eight people.  

KFCB leads a Green School Program that recognizes schools that, at a minimum, place recycling bins in all 

rooms and host at least two school wide environmental programs or events each year. Schools that submit 

a Green School application and achieve all requirements are publicly declared a KFCB Green School and 

receive a Green School sign indicating the level achieved (Gold, Silver or Bronze).  
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3 AMOUNT OF SOLID WASTE  

3.1 SOLID WASTE DISPOSED 
Municipal solid waste (MSW) landfills in Georgia are required to report the amount and origin of solid 

waste that they receive each quarter to the Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD).2 The most 

recent calendar year for which complete tonnage data are available is 2020. However, because of the 

pandemic potentially altering waste disposal patterns in 2020, reported tonnages for 2019 were also 

considered.  

In both 2019 and 2020, eight MSW landfills in Georgia reported that they received solid waste from 

Forsyth County. The total reported was similar in both years: 250,895 tons in 2019 and 248,637 tons in 

2020, as shown in Table 3-1. Nearly all of this was disposed in one of two landfills: Eagle Point landfill in 

Forsyth County and Richland Creek landfill in Gwinnett County (Figure 3-1). 

Table 3-1 Reported Tons Disposed in Georgia MSW Landfills from Forsyth County, 2020 

Landfill 2019 Tons 2020 Tons 

Eagle Point 155,408 142,992 

Bartow County 11 62 

Pine Bluff 5,535 11,025 

Pine Ridge 238 215 

R&B 2 27 

Strickland Loop 478 196 

Turkey Run 9 48 

Richland Creek 89,214 94,272 

Total 250,895 248,637 

 

  

 

2 Although EPD tonnage reports are the best source of data available, there are some shortcomings to the data.  Landfills typically 

get information about the source of waste by asking haulers where each load was collected upon delivery. Collectors may not 
correctly identify the source of waste; for example, they may report that the load came from a single jurisdiction when, in fact, it 
may have come from multiple jurisdictions. 
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Figure 3-1 MSW Landfills Receiving Solid Waste from Forsyth County, 2020 

  

In addition, ten construction and demolition debris (C&D) landfills reported that they received a total of 

96,371 tons of solid waste from Forsyth County in 2020. This is significantly more tonnage than the 61,825 

reported in 2019. Most of the increase is attributable to the increase in tonnage reportedly received from 

Forsyth County at the Whitestone Valley landfill in Pickens County. This landfill reported receipt of 41,591 

tons from Forsyth County in 2020 and only 199 tons in 2019. The majority of the remainder of the solid 

waste from Forsyth County disposed in C&D landfills in 2020 was reported by Greenleaf Recycling in 

Forsyth County and Stephens MDS in Clayton County.  

3.2 PER CAPITA DISPOSAL 
Table 3-2 shows that based on the tons reportedly received at MSW landfills in Georgia and population 

data from the U.S. Census Bureau, residents of Forsyth County disposed of an average of 5.63 pounds per 

person per day in 2019 and 5.41 pounds per person per day in 2020. Based on reports from C&D landfills, 

an average of 1.39 pounds per person per day was disposed in 2019 and 2.10 pounds per person per day 

in 2020. 

Table 3-2 Tons Disposed per Person in 2019 and 2020 

Year Population 
Disposed in MSW Landfills Disposed in C&D Landfills 

Tons1 
Tons/ 

Person/Year 
Pounds/ 

Person/Day 
Tons1 Tons/ 

Person/Year 
Pounds/ 

Person/Day 

2019 244,252 250,895 1.03 5.63 61,825 .25 1.39 

2020 251,511 248,637 .99 5.41 96,371 .38 2.10 
1 EPD Landfill Reports, 2019 and 2020 

 

Eagle Point
57.5%

Richland Creek
37.9%

Pine Bluff
4.4%

Other
0.1%
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3.3 BASELINE PROJECTIONS FOR PLANNING PERIOD 
Table 3-3 projects the tons requiring disposal in MSW landfills and C&D landfills from Forsyth County in 

each year of the planning period based on historic data. These projections assume the per capita disposal 

rate for solid waste disposed in MSW landfills remains at 1 ton per person per year and the per capita 

disposal rate for solid waste disposed in C&D landfills remains at .3 tons per person per year throughout 

the planning period. Based on these per capita assumptions, a total of over three million tons are 

projected to require disposal in an MSW landfill and just over 900,000 tons are projected to require 

disposal in a C&D landfill from Forsyth County over the ten-year planning period. These are the estimates 

used to demonstrate landfill capacity is available for Forsyth County’s solid waste. It is important to note 

that an increased diversion rate resulting from waste reduction, recycling, or other activities, could 

decrease the amount of solid waste requiring disposal over the ten-year planning period. Conversely, an 

increase in per capita generation or a decreased diversion rate, could increase the amount requiring 

disposal from Forsyth County.  

Table 3-3 Projected Tons Generated from Forsyth County for Disposal  

Year Population1 Disposed in MSW 
Landfills2 

Disposed in C&D 
Landfills3 

2022 262,392            262,392             78,718  

2023 268.433            268,433             80,530  

2024 274,477            274,477             82,343  

2025 285,085            285,085             85,526  

2026 295,698            295,698             88,709  

2027 306,303            306,303             91,891  

2028 316,912            316,912             95,074  

2029 327,518            327,518             98,255  

2030 334,204            334,204           100,261  

2031 340,884            340,884           102,265  

TOTAL         3,011,906           903,572  
1 Source: County Residential Population, 2018-2063, Governor’s Office of Planning and 
Budget. https://opb.georgia.gov/census-data/population-projections 
2 Assuming 1 ton per person per year throughout planning period based on historic data. 
3 Assuming 0.3 tons per person per year throughout planning period based on historic data. 

 

   

https://opb.georgia.gov/census-data/population-projections
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4 GOALS AND STRATEGIES 

Table 4-1 summarizes the goals and strategies for recycling and solid waste management for Forsyth 

County over the next ten years. This Section describes each goal and associated strategies in more detail. 

Table 4-1 Goals and Strategies 

Goal 1: Ensure Disposal Capacity for Solid Waste Generated in Forsyth County 

Strategy 1.1:        Continue to use Eagle Point Landfill and other area landfills   

Strategy 1.2:        Continue to use C&D landfills outside of County 

Strategy 1.3:        Retain option to develop transfer station   

Goal 2: Ensure Solid Waste Handling Facilities are Sited, Designed, and Operated to Protect Environment 

Strategy 2.1:        Continue to implement the terms of the MOU with Eagle Point Landfill 

Strategy 2.2:        Continue to monitor closed landfill 

Strategy 2.3:        Divert specific materials from disposal 

Strategy 2.4:        Ensure County reviews all solid waste handling facility siting or expansion requests 

Goal 3: Ensure Funding for Recycling and Solid Waste Management 

Strategy 3.1:        Use host fees to support County solid waste management activities      

Strategy 3.2:        Diversify revenue sources supporting solid waste management activities 

Goal 4: Ensure Collection Capability 

Strategy 4.1: Expand oversight of haulers operating in County 

Strategy 4.2:        Consider requiring new subdivisions to provide residents with curbside solid waste collection  

Strategy 4.3: Continue to operate convenience centers 

Goal 5: Reduce Per Capita Waste Disposal 

Strategy 5.1: Emphasize source reduction and reuse 

Strategy 5.2: Encourage private haulers to offer recycling 

Strategy 5.3:  Provide support and encourage businesses to recycle 

Strategy 5.4: Expand recycling at convenience centers  

Strategy 5.5:  Evaluate need for County processing/transfer point 

Strategy 5.6         Maximize diversion of yard trimmings:   

Goal 6: Continue to Invest in Outreach and Education 

Strategy 6.1: Continue to support KFCB  

Strategy 6.2:  Partner with private service providers to reach customers  

Strategy 6.3:  Continue education and outreach for residents and businesses    

4.1 ENSURE DISPOSAL CAPACITY FOR SOLID WASTE GENERATED IN FORSYTH COUNTY 
One requirement of local solid waste management plans is to demonstrate that access to disposal capacity 

is available for solid waste generated in the County over the next ten years. Table 3-3 shows that at current 

per capita disposal rates, a total of 3,011,906 tons of solid waste will require disposal in an MSW landfill 

between 2022 and 2031 and 903,572 tons will require disposal in a C&D landfill over the same ten years. 

Forsyth County will rely on the following strategies to assure capacity exists for this solid waste.  



Forsyth County Recycling and Solid Waste Management Plan 

 

  4-2 
  

4.1.1 Continue to use Eagle Point and other area landfills  
The County will continue to dispose of MSW collected at the convenience centers and encourage private 

haulers operating in the County to dispose of MSW collected at Eagle Point and other permitted landfills 

in the region. The landfills currently being utilized for disposal of MSW from Forsyth County have the 

capacity to receive the projected solid waste over the next ten years according to capacity reports 

submitted to the Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD). 

Article 2.5 of the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Eagle Point and Forsyth County 

guarantees air space for solid waste from the County at Eagle Point until 2038 or until the landfill closes, 

whichever comes first. In addition, the operator must the provide county with two-years notice before 

the landfill closes, leaving Forsyth County an opportunity to secure an alternative disposal site if needed. 

According to its 2020 landfill capacity report, at the current disposal rate, Eagle Point’s permitted capacity 

will last until August 2034, several years past the ten-year planning period. In addition, Eagle Point has 

submitted an application for an expansion that would extend the life of the landfill primarily receiving 

municipal solid waste from Forsyth County. 

Richland Creek Landfill, which received 38 percent of the MSW disposed from Forsyth County in 2020, has 

a fill date of February 2029 at current disposal rates, Thus, Richland Creek also has capacity to continue 

to accept solid waste from Forsyth County for the first eight years of the planning period.  

4.1.2 Continue to use C&D landfills outside of County 
Forsyth County will encourage haulers to continue to dispose of C&D collected in the County at permitted 

facilities existing in the region that have demonstrated capacity to accept it for the next ten years. 

Historically, much of the C&D from Forsyth County has been disposed at Greenleaf Recycling’s Landfill, 

which is nearing capacity. However, Greenleaf Recycling continues to accept C&D at a transfer station on 

site. In addition, the other C&D landfills that receive C&D from Forsyth County, most notably Stephens 

MDS and Whitestone Valley, have remaining capacity until April 2047 and May 2034, respectively. Finally, 

C&D can also be disposed in the Eagle Point Landfill.  

4.1.3 Retain option to develop transfer station   
Forsyth County will consider developing a transfer station if it becomes cost prohibitive to directly haul 

solid waste from Forsyth County to disposal facilities. Currently, existing capacity in several regional 

landfills results in competitive rates to haul and dispose of solid waste from the County without a transfer 

station. If it appears that this may change, the County will explore the option of developing and operating 

a transfer station to more cost effectively access existing disposal facilities, developing a transfer station 

and procuring the services of an operator, or contracting with a private company to develop, own and 

operate a transfer station.  

4.2 ENSURE SOLID WASTE HANDLING FACILITIES ARE SITED, DESIGNED AND OPERATED TO PROTECT 

ENVIRONMENT 
Forsyth County, along with EPD, will continue to enforce requirements regarding the siting, design and 

operation of landfills, transfer stations, and other solid waste handling facilities located in the County to 

ensure they do not negatively impact the environment using the following strategies.  



Forsyth County Recycling and Solid Waste Management Plan 

 

  4-3 
  

4.2.1 Continue to implement the terms of the MOU with Eagle Point 
The MOU between the County, Eagle Point Landfill, and the operator (included as Appendix A) includes 

the following provisions that minimize the potential impact of the landfill on the environment and enables 

the County to monitor landfill operations.  

• The County has continuous access to security footage at the scale house. 

• The County has access to records regarding compliance with overweight vehicles, tire washing, 

tarping, and other litter prevention measure, etc. 

• The County receives its own groundwater samples to test.  

• A misting curtain is required at the working face.  

• The operator provides a tire wash station and posts signs reminding haulers to wash tires and 

tarp trucks. 

• The operator maintains a community website for alerts and news about the site and a portal for 

complaints. 

• The operator participates in quarterly meetings with citizens.  

• The operator provides water meters for residents around the landfill that request a connection 

to County water.  

• The County has a full-time staff person dedicated to monitoring the landfill and working with the 

operator. 

 

4.2.2 Continue to monitor closed landfill 
The Forsyth County Hightower Landfill located on old Federal Road was closed in 1999. The County will 

continue to monitor groundwater and methane at the site and comply with the Corrective Action Plan 

approved by the Georgia EPD.  

4.2.3 Divert specific materials from disposal 
The County will offer and promote collection alternatives for those materials that could have a negative 

impact on the environment or on landfill operations if disposed. This includes encouraging residents to 

use private and not-for-profit reuse and recycling options for items such as batteries, used oil, and 

electronics; collecting these materials at convenience centers; and hosting household hazardous waste 

collection events. In addition, Forsyth County will continue to explore opportunities to divert more of 

these materials from disposal, for example, to offer permanent locations to collect household hazardous 

waste at one or more of the convenience centers. 

4.2.4 Ensure County reviews all solid waste handling facility siting or expansion 
Forsyth County will continue to review plans for new or expanded solid waste handling facilities to assess 

potential impact on the environment. To do this, the County will maintain and update and environmental, 

land use, and zoning maps to reflect any land in the County that is unsuitable for a solid waste handling 

facility or presents other limitations to siting, design, or operation of a solid waste handling facility. The 

County will refer to these maps, the County’s Comprehensive Land Use Plan, and federal, state, and local 

policies when reviewing requests to site or expand solid waste handling facilities or to modify the design 

or operations of these facilities. 
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In addition, as required by State law, the Forsyth County Commission will evaluate any proposal for a new 

or expanded solid waste handling facility and determine whether it is consistent with this Recycling and 

Solid Waste Management Plan. The process that the County will follow to make this determination is 

described in the text box below. Forsyth County will ensure that those proposing to develop or expand a 

solid waste handling facility in the County understand the requirements to demonstrate consistency with 

this Plan before proceeding. 

  

Procedure to Demonstrate Consistency with Recycling and Solid Waste Management Plan 

1. At least 90 days prior to filing for a solid waste handling permit or notifying EPD in the case of a solid waste 
handling facility that is permitted by rule, the owner/operator will submit a written statement documenting the 
following.  

• How the proposed facility or expansion meets the specific goals and/or needs identified in the current 
Forsyth County Recycling and Solid Waste Management Plan, including a description of the impact upon 
disposal capacity, collection capability, and waste reduction and recycling efforts within the County. 

• How the proposed facility or expansion and its operation will impact the community. Specifically, what will 
be the impact on vehicle traffic and public safety around the proposed facility, natural and cultural 
resources, financial viability of the existing solid waste management system, solid waste management 
rates and fees, and the current public and private solid waste management infrastructure within the County.  

• Evidence that the proposed facility or expansion is sited in a location deemed suitable according to the 
criteria listed in the Plan and the local zoning ordinance.  

• That the proper public notification was given, including notification of all adjacent property owners. 

2. Within 45 days after the written statement from the owner/operator is received, Forsyth County will make a 
recommendation as to whether the proposed facility or expansion is consistent with the Recycling and Solid 
Waste Management Plan. This recommendation will be documented in a letter to the County Commission. To 
make this determination, the County will hold at least one public hearing on the proposed facility or expansion 
to gather input regarding the consistency of the facility with the Recycling and Solid Waste Management Plan. 
This public hearing will be advertised according to local requirements regarding public notification of public 
hearings. 

3. The County Commission shall review the written documentation of consistency from the owner/operator, the 
recommendation of County staff, and comments received at the public hearing to determine whether the 
proposed facility or facility expansion is consistent with the Recycling and Solid Waste Management Plan. 
Within 30 days of making their determination the County shall notify the facility owner/operator whether the 
proposed facility or facility expansion is consistent with the Plan.  

4. If the County determines that the proposed facility or facility expansion is consistent with the Plan, it will issue 
a letter of consistency. If the County determines that proposed facility or facility expansion is not consistent with 
the Plan, the owner/operator may address the inconsistencies and resubmit their request for another review. 
This review will follow the process described above in Items 1 thorough 3.  
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4.3 ENSURE FUNDING FOR RECYCLING AND SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT 
Approximately 90 percent of the County’s solid waste budget is covered by host fees received from the 

Eagle Point landfill. These funds support convenience center operations, recycling and waste reduction, 

education and enforcement, and household hazardous waste collection events. To ensure the long-term 

financial sustainability of the recycling and solid waste management programs, Forsyth County will 

continue to collect these payments while expanding the sources of revenue used to support recycling and 

solid waste management.  

4.3.1 Use host fees to support County solid waste management activities 
The County will continue to collect host fees from Eagle Point Landfill, based on the tonnage received, and 

apply those funds to support its recycling and solid waste management activities.  

4.3.2 Diversify revenue sources supporting solid waste management activities 
To insulate the County’s solid waste operations from potential revenue declines, either because of a 

reduction in tons received at Eagle Point or to prepare for the time when the current MOU expires, the 

County will explore other potential revenue sources to support recycling and solid waste management. 

The County will research other revenue sources used by local governments with similar solid waste 

management systems to identify which may be applicable in Forsyth County and the potential revenue 

that may be generated by each of these sources. This may include sources such as franchise fees, 

additional user fees like those at the convenience centers, revenue from the sale of recyclables, and 

transfers from the general fund. The County will begin to design and implement the selected revenue 

generating practices towards the end of the planning period with the goal of having alternative revenue 

sources in place if and when the host fees from Eagle Point decline or are gone altogether. 

4.4 ENSURE COLLECTION CAPABILITY 
One of the state’s requirements for local government Solid Waste Management Plans is that they must 

demonstrate ten years of “collection capability.” As the population of the County rapidly grows, the 

network of convenience centers and private haulers independently offering curbside collection to 

residents upon request may not meet long-term needs. The convenience centers may become 

overutilized and prohibitively costly to operate. Illegal disposal, including dumping and unauthorized use 

of other residents’ or businesses’ containers, may increase. The County will continue to monitor the need 

for more residents to have curbside collection services and consider how curbside collection services can 

be more consistent across the County using the strategies listed below.  

4.4.1 Expand oversight of haulers operating in County. 
Section 70-35 of the County Code of Ordinances prohibits collection and disposal of solid waste for a fee 

within Forsyth County without authorization from the County. Currently, authorization is provided in the 

form of an annual business license. The only requirements for licensed haulers relate to indemnification, 

compliance with State vehicle and container requirements, vehicle signage, and hours of collection.  

To ensure collection capability, the County will consider expanding licensing requirements for residential 

and commercial haulers operating in the County. In addition to current requirements, the County may 

require licensed haulers to demonstrate proof of insurance meeting specified limits, to provide evidence 

of financial stability, and to submit quarterly reports of tonnage collected. As needed to meet the goals in 
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this Plan, the County may consider establishing minimum levels of service for licensed solid waste 

collectors operating in the County.  

4.4.2 Consider requiring new subdivisions to provide residents with curbside solid waste 

collection 
The County will evaluate the possibility and impact of requiring that homeowner or neighborhood 

associations arrange for solid waste collection for their residents in all newly developed subdivisions. 

Additionally, as the population expands, the County will evaluate whether requiring some or all residents 

to have solid waste collection will reduce costs, increase consistency of collection, and abate litter and 

illegal dumping. 

4.4.3 Continue to operate convenience centers 
At least in the near term, the County will continue to collect solid waste and recyclables at the existing 

convenience centers. The County will continue to commit the necessary resources, including equipment 

and staff, to adequately service the convenience centers to meet the demand of County residents. As the 

population increases, the County will evaluate the need for additional centers, or, as more residents opt 

for curbside collection, to shift the convenience centers to focus more on collecting recyclables and 

materials that are difficult or problematic to collect for disposal or recycling at the curb.   

4.5 REDUCE PER CAPITA WASTE DISPOSAL   
The County will reduce the amount of solid waste disposed per capita through source reduction and reuse, 

working with private haulers and businesses to increase their recycling efforts, continuing to expand 

recycling opportunities at convenience centers, investing in processing infrastructure if needed, and 

maximizing diversion of yard trimmings. These strategies are described in more details below.  

4.5.1 Emphasize source reduction and reuse 
Forsyth County and KFCB will continue to promote source reduction (i.e., generating less materials for 

recycling or solid waste in the first place) and reuse through public outreach and education and by offering 

school and County reuse locations, as described in Section 2.1. In addition, the County will continue to 

incentivize convenience center users to reduce the garbage they dispose by offering a reduced fee for 

those that recycle and charging an extra fee for more than five bags per visit. The County will consider 

having a location for materials and goods to be exchanged at one or more of the convenience center 

locations.  

4.5.2 Encourage private haulers to offer recycling   
The County will meet with private haulers to determine what resources would encourage them to expand 

curbside recycling to their customers (i.e., local drop-off point for collected recyclables, carts, public 

outreach and education materials, etc.). When feasible, the County will provide these resources to 

increase collection of recyclables by private haulers.  

4.5.3 Provide support to and encourage businesses to recycle 
The County will provide recycling options in county offices and use them as demonstration sites for 

businesses wanting to recycle. In addition, the County will meet with interested businesses to determine 

what resources would encourage them to start or expand their in-house recycling programs (i.e., technical 
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assistance, joint collection arrangements, containers, public outreach, and education materials, etc.)  and 

provide these resources, when feasible.  

4.5.4 Expand recycling at convenience centers  
The County will continue to increase opportunities to recycle at its convenience centers with the goal of 

collecting more material for recycling than disposal at these locations. The County will continue to offer a 

financial incentive to those that recycle by charging less for each bag of garbage delivered if residents also 

deliver recyclables.  

The County will continue to expand the types of materials collected for recycling at convenience centers 

by collaborating with processors and end users that may offer grants, equipment, or other resources to 

accept certain recyclables. This approach may allow the County to collect materials that otherwise may 

be cost-prohibitive to collect.  

4.5.5 Evaluate need for County processing/transfer point 
As the County continues to grow and recycling expands, it may be necessary to expand the capacity to 

process recyclables or transfer recyclables to more distant processing facilities. The County will either 

work with the existing private recycling facility in the County to meet growing needs and/or consider 

consolidating and/or processing recyclable materials at its own facility. Gathering input from private 

haulers and local businesses on what they need to increase recycling, as described in previous strategies, 

will help clarify if and when a County processing or transfer facility for recyclables may be needed to 

expand recycling in the future. Several private companies and other local governments in north Georgia 

already operate a processing facility or have identified a need for such a facility. Thus, the County will 

collaborate with others as it defines the type and function of a facility needed to increase recycling in 

Forsyth County in the most cost-effective way.  

4.5.6 Maximize diversion of yard trimmings  
The County will continue to work with schools and other institutions and residential communities to 

establish composting sites and promote private composting and mulching sites in County, especially at 

locations with high generation of organic materials. 

4.6 CONTINUE TO INVEST IN OUTREACH AND EDUCATION 

4.6.1 Continue to support KFCB  
The County will continue to provide staff and other resources to KFCB which will serve as the lead entity 
for outreach and education on litter abatement, recycling, and waste reduction. 

4.6.2 Continue education and outreach for residents and businesses  
KFCB in conjunction with the County will continue and update its education and outreach program for 

children, adults, businesses, and organizations. This will include education programs for children in 

schools and clubs, recycling and composting demonstration sites, facility tours, and coordinating adopt a 

road and adopt a stream programs and clean-up events. The County and KFCB will enlist code 

enforcement officers in outreach and education efforts and continue to expand the use of social media to 

promote waste reduction and recycling throughout the planning period to reach a broader audience.  
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4.6.3 Partner with private service providers to reach customers  
Forsyth County will continue to collaborate with the Eagle Point Landfill to conduct outreach and updates 

regarding landfill operations as required in the MOU. The County will also work with private haulers in the 

County to distribute information about waste reduction, recycling, and special collection events.  
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5 IMPLEMENTATION - THE ACTION PLAN FOR THE NEXT TEN YEARS 

Table 5-1 describes the activities that the County will undertake over the next ten years to achieve the 

goals and implement the strategies presented in Section 4.
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Table 5-1 Ten Year Action Plan 

 

20
22

 

20
23

 

20
24

 

20
25

 

20
26

 

20
27

 

20
28

 

20
29

 

20
30

 

20
31

 

Goal 1: Ensure Disposal Capacity for Solid Waste Generated in Forsyth County. 

Continue to use Eagle Point Landfill and other area landfills. Continue to use C&D landfills outside of County. Retain option to develop transfer station 

Dispose of MSW collected at convenience centers at Eagle Point landfill.  X X X X X X X X X X 

Review EPD reports to identify where solid waste collected in Forsyth County is disposed. X X X X X X X X X X 

Monitor remaining capacity reports from Eagle Point and other MSW and C&D landfills used by 
haulers collecting solid waste in Forsyth County. 

X X X X X X X X X X 

Evaluate the need for a transfer station if/when cost effective disposal provided by MOU with Eagle 
Point is at risk (e.g., landfill approaches capacity, etc.). Identify role of County and private company, 
potential sites, etc. Proceed to develop/procure as needed. 

      X X X X 

Goal 2: Ensure Solid Waste Handling Facilities are Sited, Designed, and Operated to Protect Environment 
Continue to implement the terms of the MOU with Eagle Point. Continue to monitor closed landfill. Divert specific materials from disposal. Ensure County 

reviews all solid waste handling facility siting or expansion requests 

Employ full-time staff person dedicated to monitoring the landfill and working with operator. X X X X X X X X X X 

Ensure access to security footage and compliance records at Eagle Point as specified in MOU. X X X X X X X X X X 

Test groundwater samples from Eagle Point per MOU. X X X X X X X X X X 

Ensure that all other requirements of the MOU between Eagle Point and Forsyth County are 
continually implemented.  

X X X X X X X X X X 

Post all compliance and monitoring reports from disposal facilities on County website. X X X X X X X X X X 

Monitor groundwater and methane and adhere to terms of Corrective Action Plan at Hightower 
Landfill. 

X X X X X X X X X X 

Monitor and promote existing opportunities to divert batteries, used oil, electronics, household 
hazardous waste, etc. from disposal. 

X X X X X X X X X X 

Collect batteries, used motor oil, oil filters, antifreeze, tires, paint, electronics, and propane 
canisters at convenience centers and divert to recycling or appropriate disposal facilities. 

X X X X X X X X X X 

Collect household hazardous waste at two events per year. X X X X X X X X X X 

Explore the potential to collect additional types of household hazardous waste year-round at one 
or more convenience centers and implement, if feasible. 

 X X X X X X X X X 
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20
22

 

20
23

 

20
24

 

20
25

 

20
26

 

20
27

 

20
28

 

20
29

 

20
30

 

20
31

 

Maintain and update and environmental, land use, and zoning maps to reflect any land 
unsuitable or limited for a solid waste handling facility. 

X X X X X X X X X X 

Require all existing or potential developers or operators of solid waste handling facilities located in 
the County to submit a written statement to demonstrate any new facility or facility expansion is 
consistent with this Plan following the procedure identified in Section 4.2.4. 

X X X X X X X X X X 

Determine whether all proposed facilities or expansions are consistent with Plan.  X X X X X X X X X X 

Goal 3: Ensure Funding for Recycling and Solid Waste Management  
Use host fees to support County solid waste management activities. Diversify revenue sources supporting solid waste management activities. 

Apply host fees collected from Eagle Point to support convenience center operations, recycling 
and waste reduction, education and enforcement, and household hazardous waste collection 
events. 

X X X X X X X X X X 

Continue to charge residents delivering bagged household waste to the convenience centers, 
offering an incentive for those that also recycle and charging more for excess bags. 

X X X X X X X X X X 

Monitor the availability of grants, especially for recycling, and apply for those applicable. X X X X X X X X X X 

Explore other funding sources for recycling and solid waste management and implement as 
feasible and necessary to maintain or expand infrastructure or programs. 

X X X X X X X X X X 

Goal 4: Ensure Collection Capability  
Consider expanding oversight of haulers operating in County. Consider requiring new subdivisions to provide residents with curbside solid waste collection  

Continue to operate convenience centers.  

Identify requirements and information needed from haulers to assure all residents and businesses 
have adequate access to collection and incorporate into permit conditions. 

X          

Consider requiring all haulers to acquire and annually renew a permit to collect solid waste in the 
County. 

 X X X X X X X X X 

Periodically evaluate whether solid waste collection should be provided to all residents in some or 
all areas of the County.  

 X X X X X X X X X 

Encourage, and potentially require, all new subdivisions to offer residents solid waste collection 
services. 

X X X X X X X X X X 

Continue to collect solid waste and recyclable from residents at the convenience centers, 
committing the resources necessary to meet demand. 

X X X X X X X X X X 
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As more residents shift to curbside collection, evaluate, and implement changes at convenience 
centers to reflect evolving needs. 

   X X X X X X X 

Goal 5: Reduce Per Capita Waste Disposal 
Emphasize source reduction and reuse. Encourage private haulers to offer recycling. Provide support and encourage businesses to recycle. Expand recycling 

at convenience centers. Evaluate need for County processing/transfer point. Maximize diversion of yard trimmings. 

Promote source reduction and reuse as part of all public outreach and education programs. X X X X X X X X X X 

Operate and promote the County surplus barn and associated auctions. X X X X X X X X X X 

Collect additional items for reuse or exchange at convenience centers as feasible. X X X X X X X X X X 

Support the teacher reuse store, X X X X X X X X X X 

Encourage private haulers to offer recycling to their customers.  X X X X X X X X X X 

Work with private haulers to determine what support would be needed to cost-effectively provide 
recycling to customers and provide, when possible. 

  X X X X X X X X X 

Evaluate the option of requiring private haulers to offer recycling to their customers as part of a 
permit requirement and implement if feasible. 

  X X X X X X X X X 

Work with businesses, industry, and institutions to determine what support would be needed to 
initiate or expand recycling and provide, when possible. 

X X X X X X X X X X 

Work with processors and end users to expand the type of material collected for recycling at 
convenience centers. 

X X X X X X X X X X 

Continue to incentivize recycling by offering a lower rate for disposal of bagged household garbage 
for those that recycle. 

X X X X X X X X X X 

Evaluate the need for a facility to consolidate, transfer, and/or process recyclables collected in the 
County.  

X X X X X X X X X X 

If additional capacity is needed to cost effectively get recyclables to processors or end users, 
develop, potentially in conjunction with surrounding local governments and/or a private partner. 

X X X X X X X X X X 

Expand opportunities for diverting yard trimmings and other organics in collaboration with schools 
and other institutions, communities, and businesses. 

X X X X X X X X X X 

Goal 6: Continue to Invest in Outreach and Education 
Continue to support KFCB. Continue education and outreach for residents and businesses.  

Provide in-kind funding and support to KFCB who will continue to lead outreach and education, 
litter prevention, recycling, and waste reduction efforts in the County. 

X X X X X X X X X X 



Forsyth County Recycling and Solid Waste Management Plan 

 

  5-5 
  

 

20
22

 

20
23

 

20
24

 

20
25

 

20
26

 

20
27

 

20
28

 

20
29

 

20
30

 

20
31

 

Maintain and promote KFCB’s website (www.keepforsythcountybeautiful.org) and continue to use 
as central repository for all information about waste reduction, recycling, and litter prevention in the 
County. 

X X X X X X X X X X 

Continue to educate residents at events and in schools, clubs, and community, neighborhood, and 
organization meetings about waste reduction and recycling and litter prevention.  

X X X X X X X X X X 

Operate recycling and composting demonstration sites. X X X X X X X X X X 

Coordinate Adopt-a-Road and Adopt-a- Stream programs and clean-up events. X X X X X X X X X X 

Enlist code enforcement officers in outreach and education efforts X X X X X X X X X X 

Increase use of social media to promote waste reduction and recycling throughout the planning 
period to reach a broader audience.  

X X X X X X X X X X 

Collaborate with Eagle Point, private haulers, and other service providers to assist in outreach and 
education on recycling and responsible solid waste management. 

X X X X X X X X X X 

 

 

http://www.keepforsythcountybeautiful.org/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX A 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
EAGLE POINT AND FORSYTH COUNTY 

 
  



  

 

 



  

 

 



  

 

 



  

 

 



  

 

 



  

 

 



  

 

 

  



  

 

 



  

 

 


